
TESTIMONY OF BENEFICIARIES 2019-2020 

 

Testimony 1:  KamthaBalaDhandekar 

 

Today, I am a student of home nurse. This was possible only with the hard effort of Jivhalla 
Assumption Social Centre. My Dad is alcoholic and mum is a brain tumor patient. We are three 
girls and I am the eldest girl. I wanted to study at any cost. Due to ignorance and inexperience of 
outside world I went for a course but later realized it was a cheat. I came back home in utter 
hopelessness in addition to disappointment. I sat at home for months and I started to go to mini 
factory for minimum daily wage so that I could have something to support my family for our 
survival. 

The staff of Jivhalla asked many times,   “do you want to attend any other course?” But for what 
course and how and where is the finance for it, I had no idea. Neither had I told them about my 
desire to study and get a job.  Therefore, I always escaped such questions and went on with what 
I was doing. Then Sister forcefully told that “I am sending you for a course where you will be 
assured of a job.  After the course, they will get for you a decent job.” So I went for the course 
for 6 months. I am so happy and the course is not over but I feel I am learning much and they are 
giving stipend so that I could help a little to the family. My mother though she is sick yet, 
whenever she is alright, she goes for work. She needs continuous treatment and Jivhalla takes 
care of her medical expenses.  

Above all, Jivhalla gives lot of psychological support. My Papa is also afraid of sister. When 
sister comes to the village, he will not consume alcohol because he knows that sister will scold 
him for his irresponsible behavior. For 2 months this year, all of us were chased out of our small 
hut and we stayed with aunt’s house. When he drinks he behaves like a devil. It is a real sickness 
which needs treatment. 

I also had issues with my own self. I was angry with myself. I used to accuse me for the poverty, 
alcoholic Pappa and always remained unhappy. Gradually the staff approached me and asked me 
very friendly way many things and through a process I counseling, I could come out of the 
struggles which I was caught up. Now I feel free and I have confidence to speak to. I understand 
my situation not as a blaming way but positive way for my growth and progress. I help my sister 
on how to handle anger and disappointment and the staff of Jivhalla is always there to guide and 
be a support.  

The different activities such as Sports Day, Cleanliness Day, Republic Day, Independence Day 
and other trainings given to girls and the celebration of GirlChild Day in the village facilitated 
me to grow profusely. This is the only time when we laugh and relax a bit. At home there is 



tension, fight and misunderstanding. At times, I feel that life is not worth living. Yet, with the 
new possibility I feel I can make a difference to me and to my family. I can support my sisters 
and parents. Last year my sister was bitten by viper and still she suffers its negative effects. 
During rainy season, our house goes under water and then we remain in someone else’s house 
for week or months. This way, whatever we earn is become nil. We are dependent on others. 

Jivhalla is the only support for us to come up in life. Like us, many poor in our village wait for 
the sisters and the staff to come and guide us and support us financially, psychologically and 
spiritually. Jivhalla is a blessing for us.  

 

Testimony 2:KamalRagunathAhire 

 

My name is KamamlRagunathAhire and I am from Buigav village where we have our SHG 
group and Jivhalla social Centre is working with us for our development. I am an illiterate 
woman. So I don’t know to write my name. I have not gone to school, so I am afraid of getting 
out of the house except to the field for work. Even there I seldom talk as I am not confident 
enough to talk and I think that I do not know to converse with others.  

Since Jivhalla social center started working in the village, I joined the SHG group because I was 
very poor. We started with Rs.50/ per month to save.  For the first time I started to come to a 
group and talk if I need something especially money for mychild’s education. Gradually I gained 
confidence to talk. Earlier I was afraid and others used to talk for me and I was happy with that 
because I had no courage. I was afraid of others and what others will think if I speak.  With the 
encouragement and constant push from Jivhalla staff, I learned to sign my name. The staff forced 
me whenever they came and took my hand and taught me to sign. Besides, the bank has a new 
rule that if ladies are completely illiterate, they would not give bank loan. At any cost,  I wanted 
to take loan. As a result I was motivated to learn.  

Currently I confidently take loan from the group for numerousmodestexpenses of mine and the 
family. I repay with interest and the installment in time. There are months I lapsed when my 
daughter or mother in law got sick. The SHG group is a great support for me and I will never 
give up the group. It gives me psychological and emotional support as well. If any little things 
happen to my family I share with one or the other group members and I feel relieved and relaxed. 
Also I find solutions toofor many issues. Sister also helps me with counseling service and I was 
helped to handle issues of drunkard husband. Similarly my child was helped by sister for 
education. I was given medical help occasionally when I struggle a lot. Sister is very kind and 
always a support. I feel that I am not unaided and like me many others feel that they can always 
count on Jivhalla. During the rain, our house too gets flooded and it is a great struggle. As we are 



all staying in government land which is not appropriate for housing and living, it makes things 
worse and government do not help the loss which cause due to rainy season and related issues.  

 

Testimony 3:KussumChandrakanthUrade 

 

My name is KussumChandrakanthUrade. I am a member of Pratik Self Help group. This SHG is 
running under the guidance of Jivhalla Assumption Social Centre (JASC). I had studied till 3rd 
standard and so I knew very little to read and write. In truth I tell you that I hardly know to write 
my name and few calculations. Other than that I knew nothing. When Jivhalla helped, things 
turned out to be productive and healthy. We in the village had many awareness and educational 
programs organized by them. We profited from each and every bit of all the programs. We made 
time available though some days due to our poverty situation it was impossible. But I am 
talkative and try to take step to improve my economic and social condition.  

In fact, it is not only me and my family but also many of my villagers have benefitted a lot 
through the SHG group and the constant guidance from JASC. I am a domestic worker- working 
in 5 houses in a day.  After my work I am very tired. I find it difficult to fetch water from 
faraway places since we don’t have water facility or water supply in our village.  The issue of 
water and electricity was discussed in the group for few years but nothing much action was 
taken. After the meetings, we were busy with earning our income for each day. Though we 
planned with details due to different excuses of coming together we could not go forward with 
our plan. Finally this year, we managed to gather ourselves together and gone into action with 
determination.  

 Many women came forward and we had few protest march to the government office. With the 
constant force and effort, water and electricity facility was given to the village.  JASC took lot of 
initiative to organize the villagers for this cause and till the cause was accomplished, we 
continued to be with the people intheir struggle. It was a long and hard work from all of us. But 
at last, we won the case and got the water and electricity in our village. At three fixed spots water 
taps are fixed and fixed intervals water is pumped for a particular time every day.  

The various training programs and activities organized by JASC time to time has helped me to be 
courageous to take responsibility for my life. We are in touch with what is happening around us 
and we know how to respond to it.  

We are taught clearly about bank transactions, small business matters, prize of things, what is 
happening in other groups etc. Before joining the SHG, I was only a house wife managing the 
house hold works.  But now I can manage many things at a time with clarify and with a purpose 
to develop myself, my family and village along with handling the details of my house, education 



of children. I also have personal savings in bank. Now I appropriated loan (RS.200000) from the 
SHG and built a small house.  I want my children to be educated and get a job.  Our get- 
together, seminars and picnic are enjoyable and through all this I learn a lot. JASC has done a lot 
for us. I am very grateful to JASC and sisters. Thank you for keeping us close to JASC and 
always enquire about the prospects of me, my family and village.  

 

Testimony 4:ShailaMohan Urade 

 

My name isSahilaUrade, a member of MathruchayaSHG in Kirauli village. I am doing the work 
of the secretary to my group. Officially I am not the secretary as my name is different in the 
register. The name in the register is given by my parents as a child and during marriage another 
name Shaila is given by husband family. This is the custom followed by warli adivasi tribe. So I 
have many difficulties where I need to have ID proof. I tried to change it but it is complicated. 
Jivhalla social centre helped me to follow the procedure to change my name in the official 
documents. It is in the process. 

The Jivhalla social centre does lot of empowerment training for us. During the monthly meetings 
we are given information on the current situations and the schemes available to the tribals. This 
year we tried to get the scheme of widows and it is in progress. The difficulty we have is that in 
different ID proofsname, age or address is different, so our tribal people are not able to get the 
schemes as the personal documents are not identical. Since we are not educated, we cannot 
understand when the officials write the name and age etc and we bring it home and keep it in the 
cupboard thinking all the details are correct. Later, [sometimes after years], when we apply for 
schemes or things like that we realize it but we are stuck because to rectify a mistake of such 
facts, cost a lot of money, time and days of absence from work and then we lose our daily wage 
and the minimum job we have. These things make us not to go to rectify the mistake. When 
Jivhalla social centerconducted the survey of each family, we realized that the information in 
different id proof is different, so the following year, our concentration is to rectify the mistakes 
of many of the women and families. No one inform us properly about any developmental aspects 
except Jivhalla. For us Jivhalla is  far away and the distance hinders us to seek help in time.  

I become a member of this group as it was started in my village in 2009. In the beginning we had 
the savings Rs.50 only. My husband and mother-in law was not in favour of me. They 
questioned me about the benefits of this group. You will lose your money or you may get very 
little money back. I did not heed to their warning and I did not change my mind to continue with 
this group. My husband is an alcoholic and he is only a disturbance and burden for me and he 
takes money from me to consume alcohol. As a result, there is fight in the family often and it 
disturbs the education of children. Yet, I was firm with my decision to join the SHG group. With 
the assurance given by the staff of Jivhalla, I started with hope and faith.  



I knew it will benefit me and my family. At least that much money will remain in the bank. 
Therefore, I took hold of its rules and regulations. It was a challenge and it took many days and 
months to get complete approval from the family members to be a member of the group. Though, 
now also my husband troubles a lot, I gained lot of strength with the group support and legal 
awareness class which gives me ideas to go forward even to divorce the husband if necessary and 
if there is no way to live in a healthy way. When I look back I see the growth that has taken place 
in my family. We had a very small house of mud and chooli. Now we have a nice house, gas 
connection with the help of my SHG.  We are independent and self-reliant. We are capable of 
managing the house and education of our children too. JASC has become my family. Thanks a 
lot for the help and guidance. 

Theoutcome of the numerous trainings and opportunities Leadership training, legal awareness, 
seminars, study tours, exposures, I have grown and I hold the responsibility to help in the growth 
of my children. I want them to fly high and I will work hard for their development. I learned to 
take firm decision and stick with that decisions thought there are many challenges, ups and 
downs in life.  . It has made us convinced and challenging. So I am very thankful to all the sisters 
and JASC.  

 

Dear ADA and Team, 

 

We, the JASC is ever grateful to all ADA members who have become our life partners and 
family members over the years. A day does not go without taking your name at different 
occasions. We are ever grateful and happy to be part of such a generous and unassuming person 
of ADA. For my part, as I have been to some of your families, I feel all the more close to you 
and personally I keep all of you in prayer and memory. Thanks for the chance I received with the 
great holy person, Fr. Fede. I remember him and I miss him in my mission with the poor people. 
I always got support and help from him. Thanks for his family troop. 

With cordial Greetings,  

I remain  

Yours gratefully 

Sr.Deepti (Project Director) 

June 2020 

 

 


